
 

 

 

ANGLICAN COMMUNION 

R51/17 Scottish Episcopal Church 
 
The Very Rev’d Kanishka Raffel moving, The Venerable David Bassett 
seconding 
 
The General Synod – 
 
a) notes with regret that the Scottish Episcopal Church has amended their 

Canon on Marriage to change the definition that marriage is between a 
man and a woman by adding a new section that allows clergy to 
solemnise marriage between same-sex couples as well as couples of the 
opposite sex; 

b) notes with regret that this step is contrary to the doctrine of our Church 
and the teaching of Christ that, in marriage, “a man will leave his father 
and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh” 
(Matt 19:6), and 

c) expresses our support for those Anglicans who have left or will need to 
leave the Scottish Episcopal Church because of its redefinition of 
marriage and those who struggle and remain; and  

d) prays that the Scottish Episcopal Church will return to the doctrine of 
Christ in this matter and that impaired relationships will be restored. 
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