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Bishop Bradly Billings elected as 11th Archbishop of Adelaide 

The Anglican Diocese of Adelaide is pleased to announce the election of The Right 

Reverend Dr Bradly Billings as its 11th Archbishop. 

Dr Billings, currently an Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of Melbourne, brings to 

Adelaide a wealth of experience in parish ministry, theological education, and senior 

church governance. He has served as an Assistant Bishop since 2016, most recently as 

the Bishop for the Oodthenong area, which covers the northern and western growth 

areas of Greater Melbourne and extends to include Geelong. There he oversees 64 

parishes and authorised congregations. 

Known for his extensive work in parish ministry, and in church planting and 

revitalisation, Dr Billings’ qualifications include a doctorate in theology and a Master of 
Law in Canon Law. 

He succeeds The Most Reverend Geoffrey Smith, who retired in November. 

Speaking on his election, Dr Billings expressed his reliance on Christian hope as he 
prepares to lead the Diocese. 

“The hope we have in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ gives me confidence and faith 
for the future, despite the many challenges we face as Anglicans and as disciples of 

Christ,” Dr Billings said. 

“I firmly believe the Christian faith and tradition continues to be good news for all 
people, and that making the gospel known in words and in actions is the shared task of 

all believers.” 

Dr Billings has a strong track record of collaborative leadership and intends to bring a 

unifying approach to the role. 



“I am comfortable with, and respectful of, the full diversity of Anglicanism,” he said. “I 

seek to model ministry that is genuinely shared, and to cultivate quality relationships 

grounded in mutual trust, respect, and humility. I see myself as a partner in ministry 

with those with whom I live, work, and share my vocation.” 

Welcoming Dr Billings’ election, Diocesan Administrator Bishop Sophie Relf-
Christopher said: “I have been keenly aware of the Holy Spirit’s guidance at every stage 
of the nomination and election process.  

“I am delighted that Adelaide Anglicans have elected Bishop Billings, and know that he 

will passionately encourage the ministry of this Diocese, to the Glory of God. We have 

every indication that Bishop Billings will serve with compassion, wisdom, and integrity, 

and herald God’s extraordinary love for the world.  

“My heartfelt thanks go to the many faithful Adelaide Anglicans who have been praying 

and preparing for this day, and to the nomination committee.” 

Before consecration as bishop, Dr Billings served as Archdeacon of Stonington and 
Glen Eira and as the vicar of parishes in Toorak and Gisborne, and Curate in Frankston. 

He has also served as the Director of Theological Education for the Diocese of 

Melbourne and is a published author in biblical studies, pastoral ministry, and church 

history. 

Dr Billings is married to Karen, and they have five adult children and three 
grandchildren. He is also a devoted owner of a Hungarian Vizsla named Ruby and enjoys 

Premier League football and history. 

Arrangements for Dr Billings’ installation at St Peter’s Cathedral will be announced in 
due course. 

 


